CHAPTER  19
THE   SIX  YEARS  WAR
WHEN at length, in September 1939, the die was cast by Hitler,
the British book trade, less bewildered than in the unexpected
onrush of war a quarter of a century before, and better organised
to meet the emergency, faced the crisis. Internal troubles vanished
in the face of the national crisis and the stringency of State control.
Paper was severely rationed. It was only after a long struggle that
the Publishers' Association secured an allocation of sixty per cent
on the book trade's pre-war consumption and the exemption from
military service of irreplaceable key men at the age of thirty-five.
The market, so recently glutted, gradually found itself unable to
meet an insatiable demand for books of every description. With
the black-out, the complete upheaval of all social life and activities,
and a belated desire to learn as much as possible of a world which
had made such a catastrophe possible, the public turned to books
for 'escape5 and illumination as never before.
Books on every aspect of the crisis now came pouring from the
press. As in the earlier World War, Oxford provided another
'armoury of apologetics' and mine of information with the c Oxford
Pamphlets on World Affairs', the sales of which, in all parts of the
globe, exceeded more than five million copies during the first five
years after the appearance of the initial group in the summer of
1939. Other contributions from the Oxford University Press in-
cluded the sister series on cThe World To-day', in handy illustrated
volumes; the Cambridge University Press at the same time throwing
light on the urgent political and international questions of the time
in its authoritative eCurrent Problems5 series edited by Sir Ernest
Barker.
Books became dearer as production costs mounted, but this
was accepted by the public as one of war's necessities. So, too,
were the slim volumes and other changes in format introduced
under the voluntary trade agreement regarding methods of pro-
duction embodied in the standardised design on the opposite
page.
This agreement,  limiting bulk and excluding all unessential